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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXPGR 

SUBJECT: THESSALONIKI INTERNATIONAL FAIR 

1. THE PLANNING FOR THIS SEPTEMBERS ANNUAL THESSALONIKI 
INTERNATIONAL FAIR (TIF) HAS ADVANCED TO THE POINT WHERE THE 
EMBASSY MUST DECIDE ON THE CENTERPIECE FOR THE USA PAVILLION, 
WHICH HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN SUPPLIED BY USIA. LAST YEAR, 

USIA’S EXHIBITS DIVISION PROVIDED AN EXCELLENT NUCLEUS FOR 
THE USA PAVILION. 

2. AS YOU KNOW, THE THESSALONIKI FAIR IS MORE THAN ANOTHER 
TRADE FAIR; IT IS A MAJOR INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL EVENT 
OF THE YEAR FOR GREECE, AND IS AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF PRIDE 
FOR SENSITIVE NORTHERN GREECE AND FOR GREECE 
GENERALLY. IT IS ALSO BECOMING A SHOWPLACE FOR EASTERN 
BLOC ECONOMIC PENETRATION, WITH MAJOR PAVILIONS BY EASTERN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF MEANINGFUL 
US PARTICIPATION IN THIS FAIR, AS A CONCRETE DEMONSTRATION 

TO THE GOG THAT THE US GOVT WISHES TO PLAY A 
SUPPORTIVE ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREEK ECONOMY, 

STATE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENTS, DESPITE BUDGETARY STRINGENCY, 
RECENTLY DECIDED TO CONTRIBUTE $25,000 TOWARD ASSISTING 
AMERICAN EXHIBITORS IN THE USA PAVILLION. 

3. PAO ALEXANDER INFORMS ME THAT THE REX WAREHOUSE IN 
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OUR NEEDS HOWEVER ARE MORE MODEST AND I SHOULD LIKE 
TO SUGGEST THAT ALEXANDER, WHO IS PLANNING A CONSUSTATION VISIT 
IN VIENNA IN JUNE, BE ALLOWED TO INSPECT AVAILABLE EXHIBIT 
MATERIALS IN THE WAREHOUSE AND ESTIMATE THE COST OF THEIR 
POSSIBLE USE WITH THE HOPE THAT YOUR AGENCY CAN FUND A 
SMALL EXHIBIT FOR THE TIF USA PAVILION. 

4. I WOULD GREATLY VALUE YOUR PERSONAL SUPPORT IN THIS 
EFFORT TO MAKE THE USA PAVILION A SUCCESS AND THEREBY 
DEMONSTRATE THE INTEREST OF OUR GOVERNMENT IN THE ECONOMIC 
WELL-BEING OF GREECE AT A CRITICAL TIME IN OUR 

RELATIONS WITH THE NEW DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT. 

5. BEST PERSONAL REGARDS. 

KUBISCH 
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